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What is UO Greeks Go Green? 
 
 

UO Greeks Go Green is an initiative that brings sustainability and environmental 
education to fraternity and sorority chapters at the University of Oregon. It is composed of a 
collection of individuals working together towards sustainability from a variety of on and off-
campus organizations. There are many resources available to both large groups and individuals 
who are interested in living an environmentally-cautious life, and UO Greeks Go Green helps 
connect those resources to the large portion of the student population that is involved in 
fraternity and sorority life. 
 

Components of UO Greeks Go Green: 

UO Greeks Go Green Coordinator 
The UO Greeks Go Green Coordinator is a student within the UO Student Sustainability 
Center. This individual is the main point of contact between the fraternity and sorority 
chapters and sustainability groups both on and off campus. 

Green Chair 
The Green Chair is a representative from a fraternity or sorority that is the main contact 
between the chapter and UO Greeks Go Green. This individual ensures that the chapter is 
working towards sustainable goals, such as achieving Zero Waste Certification. 

Green Chair Meetings 
 About once a month, Green Chairs get together with the UO Greeks Go Green 
Coordinator to discuss progress on a variety of sustainability initiatives and to provide 
support to each other.   

UO Greeks Go Green Earth Week Competition 
 The Earth Week Competition is held annually during Spring Term. Chapters compete 

against each other in a variety of sustainability-related point categories. 

Zero Waste Certification 
The Zero Waste Certification is a large component that provides a structured plan for 
chapters that helps to increase zero waste initiatives, such as recycling and compost. 

Green Events 
Green Events occur when a chapter holds a philanthropy event that complies with Green 
Event Standards. This helps to reduce waste at an event, and helps divert the waste that is 
produced into compost and recycling. 

Spring Reusables Collection 
Upon the end of the school year each Spring Term, chapters are offered a reusables 
collection service. Bins are dropped off at chapter houses for members to easily donate 
unwanted items as they move out of their houses. 

$CORE  
$CORE is a group at the University of Oregon that helps provide students with education 
and resources to aid in energy and water efficiency at off-campus housing. 
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Green Chairs 
 

Position Description: The Green Chair is a representative from the chapter that acts as a liaison 
between the chapter and UO Greeks Go Green. This position works to increase environmental 
awareness and education within the chapter. 

Responsibilities:  

·  Act as the main contact between the chapter and sustainability groups 
·  Achieve or maintain Zero Waste Certification for the chapter 
·  Aid the UO Zero Waste Program in providing annual recertification during Fall Term 
·  Attend Green Chair meetings, or send a replacement representative  
·  Offer frequent updates on sustainability information during chapter meetings 
·  Encourage opportunities to bring guest speakers to chapter meetings 
·  Invite participation from members of the chapter 
·  Relay important information from outside groups to the chapter 
·  Keep chapter up-to-date on sustainability information 
·  Advertise sustainability-related volunteer opportunities to the chapter 
·  Encourage members of the chapter to “like” or “follow” UO Greeks Go Green on Facebook, 

Instagram, and Twitter 
·  Ensure the chapter receives a UO Greeks Go Green presentation during Fall Term 
·  Make sure the UO Greeks Go Green Coordinator has up-to-date contact information for the 

chapter Green Chair, and if applicable, the president, house mom, house manager, and 
philanthropy chair 

·  Inform the UO Greeks Go Green Coordinator of the dates of the chapter’s philanthropy 
events 

·  Work with philanthropy chair to ensure philanthropy events comply with Green Event 
Standards 

·  Fill out the “Green Event Form” (due 2 weeks before each philanthropy event) 
·  Have the chapter participate in the Spring Reusables Collection – get permission from 

president and (if applicable) the house mom. Inform the UO Greeks Go Green coordinator if 
the chapter will be participating in an alternative reusables collection plan. 

·  Encourage participation in the Bin-Outfitting Program if it would benefit the chapter. Work 
with the UO Zero Waste Program to ensure bin inventory upon annual recertification during 
Fall Term (the chapter must pay to replace any missing or damaged bins). Ensure that the 
chapter president signs the Bin-Outfitting Program contract. 

·  Conduct waste assessments for the chapter. Record data and inform chapter members of 
results. 

·  Send chapter highlights, accomplishments, and sustainability-related photos to the UO 
Greeks Go Green Coordinator (especially during the Earth Week Competition and Green 
Events). Accomplishments and photos may be posted on the social media pages. 

·  Help transition the next Green Chair for the chapter 
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Zero Waste Certification 
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Fraternity and Sorority Life makes up over 16% of the undergraduate population at the UO.  
With a population of this size, there is an opportunity to make a major impact within the chapters 

and on campus. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Preserve Natural 
Resources 

Conserve Energy Reduce Use of 
Landfills 

Reduce Pollution 

Be a Responsible 
Community Member 

Increase 
Human Health 

Create Jobs Save Money 
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Zero Waste Introduction 

 
  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Did You Know? 
       

90-95% of waste can be diverted from the landfill 
through reuse, recycling, and compost. Recycling is 
free in Eugene, and compost is about 25% cheaper 
than garbage service. The chapter garbage bill is 
determined by the volume and number of pick-ups of 
garbage and compost every week. Therefore, by 
decreasing the amount of garbage produced, and 
diverting materials through recycling and compost, 
chapters can save money and significantly lower the 
amount of material sent to the landfill. 

What happens with the material? 
 
·  Recycled material becomes new products, such as paper, 

glass and plastic bottles, carpeting, aluminum cans, and 
much more.  

·  Compostable material becomes valuable, nutrient-rich 
soil that is used in local farms, community gardens, and 
can be bought by anyone in the area to use in private 
gardens and yards as well. 
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Steps to Zero Waste Certification 
 

1. Recycling 
·  Obtain commingled recycling services from 

garbage hauler 
·  Obtain glass recycling services from garbage 

hauler 
·  Obtain appropriate recycling bins in house, 

including in the kitchen, dining room, common 
areas, restrooms, and individual rooms 

·  Label bins with what they collect 
·  Educate members about how to effectively 

recycle by holding a UO Greeks Go Green 
Presentation  

·  Conduct waste assessments for recycling 
 

2. Compost 
·  Obtain compost collection services from garbage hauler 
·  Obtain appropriate composting bins in dining room and kitchen 
·  Label bins with what they collect 
·  Educate members about how to effectively compost (included in UO Greeks Go Green 

Presentation) 
·  Conduct waste assessments for compost 
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3. Reduction and Reuse 
·  Participate in the Spring Reusables Collection (or 

participate in an alternative plan) 
·  Discontinue the purchase and use of disposables. Come 

up with a plan to use reusables or compostables (No 
plastic cutlery, paper plates, disposable coffee cups, 
straws, etc.) 

·  Purchase food in bulk when possible to reduce 
packaging waste and save money 
 

4. Education 
·  Host a UO Greeks Go Green Presentation (Fall Term) 
·  Provide chapter with appropriate posters and labels 
·  Encourage members to volunteer at events hosted by the 

UO Zero Waste Program 
 

5. Green Events  
·  Ensure that all philanthropy events comply with Green Event Standards 

 

6. Green Chair  
·  Establish and maintain a Green Chair position within the chapter, or add the responsibilities 

to a preexisting position (such as house manager) 

 
Certified chapters are recertified annually during Fall Term 
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Green Events 
Host a zero waste philanthropy event! Increase the beneficial aspects of your 

philanthropy event by reducing and sorting waste properly. 
 

Green Event Standards: 
 
1. Fill out the “Green Event Form”  
(due 2 weeks before a philanthropy event) 
This form can be requested and turned in electronically 
by emailing zwhouses@uoregon.edu. Turning in the 
form will allow the chapter to borrow Zero Waste 
Stations and further plan for the event. 

2. Use Compostables, Reusables, or Recyclables  
Ensure that all disposables purchased and used are 
compostable or recyclable (for example, compostable 
cups, lids, plates, utensils, etc.)  
*Outside vendors are exempt, but try to encourage 
vendors to follow the Green Event Standards if possible. 

3. Plan for the Waste  
Establish what waste is being generated and tailor the 
waste recovery set-up to favor maximum waste 
prevention and recovery.  

4. Zero Waste Stations 
Designate zero waste stations to be the only available system for waste disposal (recycling, 
compost, and garbage). There should be no stand-alone garbage cans. Establish as many stations 
as needed based on the number of attendees and level and location of waste generation. Enlist 
members to act as monitors at each station to help event-goers sort their waste and to reduce 
contamination. 

5. Reuse  
Reuse items from previous years if possible, and save reusable items for future events. 

6. Purchase in Bulk 
Reduce packaging waste prior to each event by purchasing items in large quantities. 

7. Educate Members  
Make sure that individuals working the event are educated about the Zero Waste Stations and 
about how to make them work. This includes where the material is taken once a bin fills up. 

8. Track the Waste and Send Event Pictures  
Send estimates of compost, recycling, and trash volumes from the event to 
zwhouses@uoregon.edu. Also include pictures portraying the Green Event Standards.  The 
chapter and philanthropy event may be featured on the UO Greeks Go Green social media pages. 
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Contacts and Resources  
�
Contacts: 
UO Student Sustainability Center 
Nicki Zavoshy (UO Greeks Go Green Coordinator)……….......greengreeks@uoregon.edu 
Eric Beeler (Manager)…………………………………………..ebeeler@uoregon.edu 

UO Zero Waste Program 
Karyn Kaplan  (Program Manager)…….………………………knowaste@uoregon.edu 
                                     541-346-1545 
Cimmeron Gillespie (Outreach/Education Coordinator)….…...zwhouses@uoregon.edu 
                                                                                                      541-346-1577 
Phil Chesbro (Zero Waste Events/Compost Coordinator)..……compost@uoregon.edu 
                                                                                                      541-346-5275 
Love Food Not Waste (City of Eugene Compost Program) 
Stephanie Scafa (Waste Prevention Analyst)…………………..541-682-5652 
Website: https://www.eugene-or.gov/759/Commercial-Food-Waste-Collection 

Garbage Haulers 
Sanipac…………………………………………………………..541-736-3600 
Lane Apex…………………………………………….................541-607-2042�

������
Kim Carson (Sustainability Program Assistant)..……………….kcarson@uoregon.edu 
 

Helpful Resources: 
Sanipac Recycling Poster: http://files.sanipac.com/commercial-commingle-flyer.pdf 
Sanipac Compost Poster: http://www.sanipac.com/commercial/compost/ 

-----Information from both posters applies for both Sanipac and Lane Apex----- 
 

Waste Assessment Form, Green Event Form, Bin-Outfitting Program Form: 
Email the UO Zero Waste Program at zwhouses@uoregon.edu to obtain these forms 

 
 
 

 
UO Greeks Go Green Social Media 

 

 
@UOGreeksGoGreen�


