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 UO Greeks Go Green is the initiative to bring sustainability and environmental education 
to fraternity and sorority life chapters and individual members. It is made of a collection of 
people working together towards sustainability from a variety of on and off-campus 
organizations. Some of these groups include University of Oregon Fraternity and Sorority Life, 
the UO Zero Waste Program, the UO Student Sustainability Center, individual fraternity and 
sorority chapters, garbage haulers, the City of Eugene’s Love Food Not Waste Program, and 
more. There are a variety of resources available to both large groups and individuals who are 
interested in living an environmentally-cautious life, and UO Greeks Go Green helps connect 
those resources to the large portion of the student population that is involved in fraternity and 
sorority life.  
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 UO Greeks Go Green brings education about sustainable living to a large portion of the 
undergraduate population. As of 2016, there are 36 fraternity and sorority chapters, and over 
3,300 members. At over 16% of the undergraduate population, marketing sustainability to FSL 
allows us to easily spread this message to a large quantity of people. In addition to mere size, 
there are some other aspects of fraternity and sorority life at the UO that make them prime 
candidates for sustainable education. To start with, fraternity and sorority members are part of a 
very cohesive community. Within a chapter, individuals are very loyal to each other, as well as 
very motivated to better themselves and the chapter as a whole. Since living a sustainable life is 
considered a positive, this is something that individuals and chapters are very inclined to work 
towards. In addition to cohesion inside of chapters, there are additional connections found 
between each chapter as well.  All chapters are part of the same community, and work together 
to succeed over time. Aside from working together towards common goals, they can also 
develop friendly competition between each other. Therefore, one chapter’s efforts towards 
sustainability may influence another chapter to up their game. Lastly, the fraternity and sorority 
life at the UO has a relatively high level of leadership both on and off campus, and typically 
maintains a relatively high average GPA compared to the average undergraduate GPA at the UO. 
This means that FSL is a motivated group of students who will not only make an impact during 
their college career, but will likely have a lot of influence in their careers after college as well. 
Therefore, the lessons they learn now will affect their decisions later on, so we want to influence 
their inclination towards sustainability as much as possible. 

 Although it is important that everyone becomes educated about environmental issues, the 
groupings of fraternities and sororities allow us to have an impact on many people all at once. 
The large size of UO FSL is one of the main reasons why UO Greeks Go Green can make such a 
large difference. Since chapters, in their most basic form, are organizations that hold meetings 
and work together for common causes, we can effectively spread the message of zero waste to a 
multitude of people. Many chapters have large chapter houses were large numbers of their 
members live, and they also hold many events. This sets up a great setting to practice 
sustainability. Additionally, FSL members volunteer quite frequently, so making sure they are 
provided sustainability-related volunteer activities is a great way to give some hands-on 
education about environmental issues. All the activities within FSL use up a lot of energy and 
resources, and have the potential to produce a lot of waste. Our goal is to reduce the impact that 
these organizations have on the environment so that their beneficial aspects may shine even 
brighter.  
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 UO Greeks Go Green began in January 2013. It started through the UO Zero Waste 
Program, when the program manager, Karyn Kaplan, wanted to increase the sustainability and 
compost initiatives within the fraternities and sororities. A UO FSL Zero Waste Coordinator was 
hired with minimal hours to start, and efforts began to increase zero waste initiatives within FSL. 
At first, the initiatives were marketed to the leadership within FSL, such as the FSL director and 
chapter presidents. We attended a presidents meeting and advertised what we were doing, but it 
didn’t start to really take off until we started advertising zero waste to the whole FSL community 
by asking that the president send out an email asking if anyone was interested. We found that 
working with individual members who did not necessarily have leadership positions, but whom 
were very interested in the project, helped get us started. After we reached out to individual 
members, we had a small group of sorority women from different chapters get together every 
week or two to discuss ideas. After all of this, the UO FSL Zero Waste Coordinator made the 
Zero Waste Certification, a process that increases the effectiveness of zero waste initiatives in 
chapters. The process to get this all going was very slow at first, and it is good to remember that 
it is ok if something goes slow at first, as long as you are persistent. Then, efforts from other 
groups such as the Student Sustainability Center and $CORE were added in 2016, and leadership 
of UO Greeks Go Green transferred from the UO Zero Waste Program to the Student 
Sustainability Center. The biggest point that was learned from all this is that, in this case, the 
changes and interest in sustainability did not need to start with the leadership in FSL. By 
influencing members who did not have positions, but were merely interested in sustainability, we 
were able to spread the project to the rest of their chapter. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  
    Some of the original green chairs from ��� , ��� , ��� , and ��	  
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 The UO Greeks Go Green Coordinator, once within the UO Zero Waste Program, is a 
part of the Student Sustainability Center. This is a student with a stipend position under the 
leadership of Eric Beeler, and is the center of contact for the entire UO Greeks Go Green 
initiative. This means that they ensure a smooth communication network between on/off campus 
groups and FSL chapters. The duties for the UO Greeks Go Green Coordinator are as follows: 

·  Ensure that every chapter has a Green Chair. 
·  Set up Green Chair meetings at least once a term 
·  Keep updated contact information for each chapter. This includes the chapter 

green chair, president, house mom, house manager and philanthropy chair. Emails 
requesting updated contacts should be sent out at the end of spring term (asking 
for contacts over the summer/fall), and between fall and winter term (when 
transitions typically take place). 

·  Track when all of the philanthropy events for each chapter occur. In the beginning 
of fall term ask what terms the chapter has philanthropy events, and then at the 
beginning of each respective term (fall included), ask them what the specific dates 
will be. All philanthropy events must be Green Events. Keep track of this 
information on a spreadsheet and share the spreadsheet with the UO Zero Waste 
Program and Phil Chesbro (compost@uoregon.edu). At the beginning of each 
term, remind chapters with a philanthropy event that term to turn in a “Green 
Event and Bin Request Form”, regardless of what their philanthropy is. 

·  Advertise the Zero Waste Certification (housed and unhoused) to the chapters. 
·  Advertise $CORE to the chapters, for both chapter houses and live-outs 
·  Relay messages between FSL chapters and on/off campus groups as necessary 
·  Track progress of all chapters on a spreadsheet 
·  Set and maintain goals 
·  Facilitate the UO Greeks Go Green Earth Week Competition, including planning, 

advertising, promotion, social media presence, and trophy. 
·  Maintain contact with other fraternity and sorority sustainability initiatives around 

the country 
·  Maintain  UO Greeks Go Green website 
·  Compile a list of volunteer opportunities to provide to FSL members via both 

email and website updates 
·  Upkeep this transition document, and ensure someone is transitioned into this 

position when you leave it 
·  Make social media posts for UO Greeks Go Green on Facebook, Twitter, and 

Instagram 
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 Green Chairs are the main contact at a fraternity or sorority for everything sustainability 
related. They ensure that their chapter is working towards sustainable goals, such as receiving or 
maintaining zero waste certification. Their duties are as follows (as copied directly from the 
Green Chair packet, which is written with the Green Chairs as the audience): 

·  Act as the main contact between your chapter, the UO Greeks Go Green coordinator, and 
other sustainability groups both on and off campus. 

·  Achieve or maintain Zero Waste Certification for the chapter. This includes 
obtaining recertification at the beginning of each Fall Term (preferably just before 
school starts). 

·  Attend each Green Chair meeting. If you cannot attend, you must send someone 
else from our chapter in your place to maintain or obtain Zero Waste Certification 
for your chapter. If this is absolutely not possible, you must be excused by the UO 
Greeks Go Green Coordinator. 

·  The chapters after a Green Chair meeting take the time during chapter to update 
your sisters/brothers on anything new that was learned during the meeting. If you 
cannot attend chapter, ask someone to do your announcement in your place. 

·  Relay important information from outside groups to the chapter. 
·  Keep chapter up-to-date on sustainability information. 
·  Advertise sustainability-related volunteer opportunities to the chapter. 
·  Encourage members of the chapter to “like” or “follow” UO Greeks Go Green on 

Facebook, Instagram, and Twitter. 
·  Assess if there are any difficulties or obstacles and find solutions to them. 
·  Host a UO Greeks Go Green presentation for the chapter each fall (preferably 

near the beginning of fall term). 
·  Make sure that the UO Greeks Go Green Coordinator has up-to-date contact 

information for the chapter Green Chair, president, house mom, house manager, 
philanthropy chair, and anyone else with any impact on sustainability issues 
within the chapter. 

·  Make sure that the UO Greeks Go Green Coordinator knows when the chapter’s 
philanthropy events are occurring and what they are. 

·  Make sure the philanthropy chair is aware that philanthropy events need to 
comply with Green Event standards. Help them with this when necessary, such as 
showing them where the chapter can purchase compostable disposables for the 
event.  

·  Work with philanthropy chair to fill out “Green Event and Bin Request Form” to 
turn in at least two weeks before each philanthropy event 
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·  Before the philanthropy event, make sure that everyone in the house has had a 
brief training (can just be a short speech) about what is compostable, recycling, 
and trash.  

·  Make sure the chapter participates in Spring Move-Outs Reusables Collection, 
and that this is approved by the president and house mom (if the chapter has a 
house mom). If the chapter has an alternative plan for reusables at the end of the 
year, let the UO Greeks Go Green coordinator know of this alternative. 

·  Have the chapter participate in the Bin-Outfitting Program if it would benefit the 
chapter, and help the UO Zero Waste Program count and assess the bins at the end 
of each spring term to see if any need to be replaced (which the chapter must pay 
for). Ensure that your chapter president signs the Bin-Outfitting Program contract. 

·  Conduct waste assessments for your chapter 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The 2015 Green Chair from Gamma Phi Beta (right) and some fellow sisters showing off their 
chapter recycling bins for the 2015 UO Greeks Go Green Earth Week Competition 
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 These meetings should be held 1-3 times a term, and are in place to make sure that 
everyone is on the same page. Make sure that the meetings do not conflict with any recruitment 
or philanthropy events. Reserve a room on campus for these meetings, and make sure the room 
has a computer hook-up and projector so that you can show a presentation. If possible, try to get 
the same room each time. The room should be big enough for 20 people. Reserve the rooms and 
dates during the term before they occur if you can, and during the first week of each term, email 
all of the Green Chairs with when the meetings will be so that they can put them into their 
schedules. Invite everyone on your contact list to the UO Greeks Go Green meetings, and 
encourage them to invite other people or bring people along with them. Remind chapters that 
Green Chairs are required to attend to obtain or maintain Zero Waste Certification. Also 
encourage that Green Chairs invite anyone from their chapter who is interested by announcing it 
during chapter, over email, or in their chapter Facebook group. If the Green Chair cannot attend, 
they must send someone else from their chapter in their place, or be excused by the UO Greeks 
Go Green Coordinator. 

 When planning these meetings, be very careful not to plan the meetings over anyone’s 
philanthropy event or recruitment activity. A good rule of thumb is to never plan anything in the 
Fall until after sorority recruitment ends (usually sometime during week 3), and then to try to 
always have an updated list of philanthropy events and dates so that you do not accidentally plan 
something that conflicts with another event. Most sororities will have their philanthropy events 
dates picked out the term before, but some end up getting changed, and many fraternities may 
wait until the term in which they occur to pick the dates. If a philanthropy event, or any other 
major event, becomes scheduled over the Green Chair Meeting, reschedule or cancel the 
meeting. The last thing we want is to hinder FSL in any way, and we want as many people to be 
supporting their events as possible. 

 When you email individuals telling them about the meetings, ask them to RSVP with if 
they can come and how many people they plan on bringing with them. This will help give you an 
idea of if the room you reserved will be big enough. Change the room reservation if necessary. A 
week before each meeting, advertise the meetings to all of your contacts (including Green 
Chairs, of course), and email Justin asking him to put the Green Chair meeting in his email 
update that he sends out the Monday right before the event occurs. If there are Green Chairs that 
have not responded, personally email or message them at least 3 days before the meeting asking 
if they are going to be able to attend or if they have found a replacement. Do not be afraid to bug 
them! You want as many people to come as possible, and you want at least one person (the 
Green Chair preferably) from each chapter. It is only appropriate to excuse a chapter from 
attendance if they have emailed you saying that they cannot attend, and that they have tried to 
find a replacement, but were unable to do so. If they email saying that they would like to be 
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excused just because they cannot attend, email them back asking them to find a replacement, but 
to email again if they cannot. Have a spreadsheet that tracks which chapters and individuals are 
able to attend every term.  

During the meetings, there should be a main lecture topic followed by a discussion 
period. The lecture topic can be something that people generally need help with, something new 
that is available, something new that is required for the Zero Waste Certification, or anything 
that would benefit from having all the Green Chairs hear it all at once. Typically this should be 
accompanied by a slideshow or Prezi. The discussion section is time for any needed Q & A, as 
well as a place for individuals to bring up what is or is not working for their chapter, and to get 
or give advice to other chapters. In addition, if an outside sustainability group would like a 
chance to announce a service or provide education to the chapters; this is a good time for that as 
well. 
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Social media is one of the best ways to spread information and help keep people educated. 

UO Greeks Go Green can be found on a variety of social media platforms and websites. 
Facebook, Twitter, and Instagram are the most commonly used for this initiative. It is important 
to make frequent and consistent posts to the social media pages in order to keep people 
interested. Here are some examples of posts: 

·  Shared videos 
·  Shared articles 
·  Shared pictures/infographics 
·  Inspirational Quotes 
·  Zero Waste Information 
·  Chapter Sustainability Accomplishments and Shout-Outs 
·  Earth Week Competition Information 
·  Volunteer Opportunities 
·  Pictures from a Green Event 
·  Shout-Outs to Green Chairs 

The material that you post can be shared from other people or groups, or you can create it 
yourself. Try to aim for about an 80/20 ratio, with about 80% of the material posted being shared 
from other sources, and 20% of the material posted being original material from UO Greeks Go 
Green. 

Facebook: Make a post to the UO Greeks Go Green Facebook page at least once a day. Make 
sure to take advantage of scheduling posts for the future so that there is always at least one post a 
day. You can schedule a post by preparing a post, then clicking the down-arrow next to 
“publish”, the clicking “schedule”, and following the directions. On Facebook, you can make 
almost any type of post, so get creative and post a bunch of different types of things. You can use 
the “insights” section of the page to see how many people viewed and interacted with your posts, 
so make sure to check this out occasionally so you can learn what the audience likes.  We found 
that posting at 2 pm had a pretty good turnout, but also play around with what time of day you 
post. 6 pm is supposed to be a popular time as well, but keep in mind that this more of an 
educational page and not someone’s personal page. This is why we think that 2 pm works 
slightly better for us. 

Twitter : At this point, most of what we post on Twitter is copied automatically directly from our 
Facebook page. This works fine, but if you want to give Twitter more of an emphasis, come up 
with your own plan for how Twitter will be used. 
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Instagram: The UO Greeks Go Green Instagram works very well, and sparks interest from both 
students and other individuals in the sustainability community. Here are some examples of 
Instagram posts: 

·  Inspirational quotes set to an intriguing background 
·  Zero waste tips 
·  House shout-outs 
·  Pictures from events 
·  Green Chair Shout-Outs 

…and anything that is visually interesting. 

Unfortunately, Instagram still only lets you post from a phone, and you cannot schedule 
posts ahead of time, so make sure to have a smartphone available each day. Try to post to 
Instagram somewhere between 3-5 times per week. I would also suggest hashtagging at least 5 
things to help increase the visibility of the picture. The most common ones that we use are 
#zerowaste #sustainability #uogreeksgogreen #recycling #compost #reuse, but again, tailor this 
to every picture. 

The other components to social media include liking or following other pages, and 
gaining likes or follows for the UO Greeks Go Green page. Ideally, these two things go hand-in-
hand. Periodically, make sure to like or follow other sustainability group’s pages across the 
social media accounts, and make sure that all of the local fraternity and sorority pages are liked 
and followed as well. Take the time to also occasionally go through and like or favorite posts 
from other pages. This will get people thinking about UO Greeks Go Green, and will hopefully 
boost visibility on the page. 

To encourage individuals to “like” or “follow” the UO Greeks Go Green social media 
pages, you can do the following: 

1. Ask that all the Green Chairs “like” or “follow” all of the social media pages at least once 
a term during the Green Chair meetings. 

2. Ask the Green Chairs to ask members of their chapter to “like” or “follow” the social 
media pages during chapter, over email, or in their chapter Facebook group. 

3. When you make a post that is a shout-out to a chapter or chapter member, email the 
Green Chair encouraging them to get everyone in the chapter to go and “like” or 
“favorite” the post. It is great PR for them! 

4. When making a post that involves one or more chapters or chapter members, make sure 
to tag their chapter in the post.  

5. Utilize the UO Greeks Go Green Earth Week Facebook Photo Competition to encourage 
people towards the page 
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6. Make sure that links to the social media accounts are present on the UO Greeks Go Green 
and UO Zero Waste Program websites 

7. Include the social media account logos on promotional material, and when you can, also 
include something like “Want to learn more about sustainability and FSL? Make sure to 
follow us on social media!” 

8. If possible, create a giveaway with social media 
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 The Zero Waste Certification is the oldest component of the UO Greeks Go Green 
efforts. It involves taking various zero waste initiatives and implementing them into the sorority 
and fraternity chapters. There are versions of the certification for both housed and unhoused 
chapters.  

 The first part of the process of getting a chapter Zero Waste Certified is to get someone in 
the chapter interested who has enough know-how to produce changes within the chapter. What is 
most important to remember is that this does not necessarily have to be someone in a leadership 
position. Often, we found that an interested member without a position was someone who had 
the time and effort to give to implementing zero waste within a chapter. It is critical that they 
have the support of their chapter president, house mom, house manager, financial manager, and 
any other party that may have a say in the activities surrounding implementing the initiatives. Do 
what you can to make sure that everyone is always on the same page. 

 Once you have them interested, set up an initial meeting with them. It is best to meet at 
their chapter house. If they do not have a chapter house, consider meeting on campus in the 
EMU. During this meeting, start by thanking them for their interest in zero waste. Ask them how 
their term is going, and what got them interested in sustainability. Then, explain the outline of 
the Zero Waste Certification to them. Give them a copy of the certification packet. As you are 
explaining what everything is, make sure to ask them what their chapter already has, and try as 
much as possible to make it a conversation instead of purely a lecture. It can become a lecture 
very easily.  

At the end of the meeting, ask them to sign up for a week during the term in which you 
can help them start/finish their certification.  This step is very important, and is also relatively 
new. Although there is a lot of interest in UO Greeks Go Green and the Zero Waste Certification, 
it can be hard to get chapters to completely finish it, even if what they have left to do is 
something small. We found that this was because there was no pressure to get things done in a 
timely manner. Therefore, we suggest having chapters sign up for a week in which they complete 
their certification. This also makes it so that you do not have to work with all of the chapters at 
the same time.  
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 Once the chapter is signed up for a week to complete their certification, send them a plan 
for what they need to do to finish the certification on the Sunday before their certification week 
begins. If they need to order compost or recycling services, make sure they are given the number 
to contact their hauler. The first step for them during this week should be to contact their hauler 
to have the services set up. Then, help them through the bin-outfitting program if necessary, or 
make sure they have all the proper bins set up without the program. Make sure that they have all 
of the labels and posters that they need. Afterwards, make sure all of the other steps of the 
certification are complete. Make sure you know when their philanthropies are, and that you have 
the contact information for at least the main contact (Green Chair), the presidents, the house 
mom (if applicable), philanthropy chair, and house manager (this should be a student). Once they 
are done, print out their certification, and place it in the certification frame. Give it to them, and 
make a shout out on the social media accounts with a picture of either their chapter house or 
some of their chapter members in letters. Remind the chapter that they must get recertified at the 
beginning of each fall term. This is preferably done before school starts so that they can talk 
about it during recruitment, but is acceptable to do a month before school starts until week 3. If a 
chapter does not get recertified, and they have been given proper notification, then their zero 
waste certification is taken from them, and they must be certified again to re-obtain certification. 
In this scenario, their chapter name is taken off of the list of zero waste certified chapters online, 
and the UO Greeks Go Green ensures that they are not given a certification certificate for that 
year. That said; make sure the website is up-to-date with the list of certified chapters. Also, 
update Stephanie Scafa at Love Food Not Waste frequently about which chapters have compost 
so she can update the “Businesses with Compost” sheet and map. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Kappa Delta’s Chapter House  

Kappa Delta was the first Zero Waste Certified chapter at the University of Oregon 
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 At the beginning of each fall term (or, ideally, right before it), you must recertify the 
chapters that have been certified. This involves going through the certification checklist, and 
making sure that the chapter is still up to par on all of the categories. If something needs to be 
fixed or added, it must be fixed before they receive their new certification for that year. This is a 
great time to ask the chapter if there are any problems with the zero waste system or if they need 
help with anything, and to remedy those problems. Once they pass their recertification, print out 
a new certificate with the updated year (For example, if it is fall 2016, their certification should 
say 2016-2017. If a chapter gets certified or recertified at any time during the school year, they 
receive certification for that school year).  

Common issues during recertification: 

·  Missing recycling bins 
·  Missing compost bins 
·  Missing labels 
·  Education presentation needs scheduling 
·  New Green Chair needed 
·  Updated contact information for Green Chair, president, house mom, house manager, 

financial manager needed 
·  Kitchen staff needs help with compost system 
·  Compost system no longer in place 
·  Zero Waste system needs to be changed for convenience of chapter 
·  Outdoor bins need to be different sizes 
·  Outdoor compost bin needs a lock 
·  Recycling bin needs a lock 
·  Outdoor bins need to be picked up at a different frequency 
·  Volunteer opportunities needed 
·  House mom has questions 
·  Disposables that were thought to be compostable are not 
·  Updated list of philanthropy events and when they happen needed 

 

 

 

�
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 Recycling is the main component of waste diversion from the landfill. If done properly it 
can prevent about 70% of the waste we produce from becoming true waste. Recycling is 
probably the best known method of waste reduction. The fraternities and the sororities at the UO, 
for the most part, all have recycling services. However, they do not necessarily use them 
properly. Therefore, it is important to educate them about how to do so. A chapter that properly 
recycles can reduce their trash bill dramatically, since recycling pick-ups are free in Eugene. 
Therefore, it is ideal to decrease the volume of trash being produced and increase the volume of 
recycling being produced. Recycling off-campus in Eugene involves the typical paper, plastic, 
and metal categories, but is slightly more restrictive than recycling on campus. Please refer to 
Sanipac’s recycling guide for more information. 

 The biggest step that will help chapters to recycle better is to make sure they have the 
correct bins throughout the chapter house. This is aided by the bin-outfitting program, which can 
help make sure all the individual bedrooms/study rooms have the bins that they need. However, 
some rooms like the dining room or kitchen may benefit from larger recycling bins, which the 
chapters should be able to provide for themselves. Often, we find they have extra bins lying 
around that they can repurpose into recycling bins with the proper labels. If they do need new 
larger bins, I would suggest getting them from Home Depot, Amazon, or Supply Works. Make 
sure the chapter knows they will have to pay for these larger bins themselves. Additionally, if 
they do not want to participate in the bin-outfitting program, they can buy the smaller bins 
themselves with your help from Supply Works. 

The following are the recycling requirements for the Zero Waste Certification: 

1. Make sure the chapter has recycling services (both glass and commingled) 

2. Make sure the chapter has appropriate recycling bins in kitchen, dining room, common 
areas, restrooms, and individual rooms. If the proper bins are not there, offer the bin-outfitting 
program. If they need larger bins, provide them with the proper resources. 

3. All bins must be properly labeled 

4. Members must be educated about recycling (through presentation, labels, and posters) 

5. Set up Green Chair to conduct waste assessments 
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 Compost is the second main component to waste diversion from the landfill. Since 
recycling properly diverts about 70% of the waste stream, compost diverts somewhere between 
20-30% depending on diligence as well as the amount of effort going into reuse and reduction. 
Compost services at the fraternities and sororities are able to exist due to commercial compost in 
the City of Eugene.  Luckily, the sororities and fraternities are technically considered business, 
and are therefore able to participate in the program. The compost program is called Love Food 
Not Waste, and is run by Stephanie Scafa with the City of Eugene. They help advertise the 
service to businesses, and do a great job at making sure that compost systems can be tailored for 
each individual business. Someone with Love Food Not Waste can talk to a chapter that has a lot 
of questions about compost, or who needs help getting sold on compost. They also have a variety 
of stickers, labels, and posters that they will give to you if you ask for them.  

 The most important part of the compost system, similar to recycling, is making sure that 
the chapter has the appropriate indoor and outdoor bins. These are all provided by the garbage 
hauler (typically Sanipac or Lane Apex). The outdoor bins can be locked, and they can provide 
indoor bins that are “slim jims” which are very convenient for dining room and kitchen areas. 
Chapters can either use compostable bags as liners, or preferably, use Pam to line the bins so that 
they can just be easily washed out. 

The following are the requirements for compost for the Zero Waste Certification:  

1. Make sure the chapter has compost collection services 

2. Make sure the chapter has appropriate bins in dining room and kitchen 

3. All bins must be clearly labeled, provide labels 

4. Educate members about compost (with the presentation, labels, and posters) 

5. Have Green Chair conduct waste assessments 

 

 

 

�
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Having the proper indoor and outdoor bins is one of the most important steps to make 

sure that recycling and compost can be done efficiently. The Zero Waste Program offers the bin-
outfitting program, where chapters sign a contract for a certain amount of small recycling bins to 
outfit their chapter houses. This helps the chapters by making sure that they have recycling bins 
in all individual bedrooms/study rooms, and many of the common rooms as well. 

When a chapter signs up for the bin-outfitting program, the UO FSL Zero Waste 
Coordinator goes over to the chapter house and assesses how many bins are needed. Then, the 
contract is printed with the correct number of bins, and the bins are dropped off at the chapter for 
the members to use. The contract says that at the end of each spring term, the UO FSL Zero 
Waste Coordinator will check on the bins to make sure that there are none missing or damaged. 
If there are some found to be missing or damaged, the chapter will be charged to replace affected 
the bins. This way, the bin-outfitting program is self-continuing over many years. The chapter 
president must sign the contract, and this contract must be renewed at the end of each spring term 
when the bins are checked and accounted for.  

For more information, please see the bin-outfitting program contract. 
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 The Green Chair for a housed chapter (or whoever the main contact is) should be 
conducting waste assessments. These are useful to figure out if there are any contaminants, and 
also to track volumes to save the most amount of money. The assessment form can be found on 
the google doc, and there is a different form for each chapter. The Green Chair should be filling 
out the form the night before pick-up for recycling, compost, and trash. Because of this, it is very 
beneficial for the Green Chair to be a live-in. At the beginning of every month, look at the data 
that the Green Chairs are turning in and see if there are any adjustments you can help make for 
the chapter. 

 The form that they will fill out tracks volumes, as this is how the chapters are charged in 
increments for pick-ups. Therefore, help Green Chairs learn to eye the outdoor bins and estimate 
what percentage of the bin is full. What should happen over time is that the garbage bins do not 
get filled up quite as often, and the recycling and compost bins may be getting too full. What this 
means is that the trash pick-ups need to be reduced (or the volume of the trash bin reduced), and 
the pick-ups for recycling and compost need to be increased (or the volumes of the recycling or 
compost bins need to be increased). Over time, this will help save chapters money, because 
recycling is free, and compost is about 25% less than recycling. Therefore, every month or so, 
keep track of the information that is input by the Green Chairs, and help them decide when 
changes to bin sizes/pick-ups need to be made. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Above: An example of a waste assessment form, which can be found on the  
UO Greeks Go Green Google drive�
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 Aside from recycling and composting, it is vital to reduce the amount of material that 
even has the option of becoming waste. This is done by reducing consumption, and can be 
observed and practiced in a variety of ways. Chapters and individuals should be educated about 
being a responsible consumer. This involves the following: 

1. Deciding whether or not something really needs to be purchased 
2. Purchasing what is needed with the least amount of waste 
3. Purchasing what is needed with the least amount of environmental impact 
4. Investigating alternatives 

Often, the combined steps above require the following of chapters: 

1. Discontinue the use of disposables that tend to end up in a landfill. For example, no 
plastic cutlery, plastic-covered plates, plastic lids, or plastic straws (compostables are ok 
as long as the chapter does have compost service). 

 2. Buy in bulk when possible 

 3. Discuss as a chapter whether or not certain purchases are really necessary 

The biggest part of reuse/reduction is the Spring Move-Outs Collection - see page 18 

  

 

 

 

 
A member of Chi Omega with some reusable 
mugs during the 2014 UO Greeks Go Green 

Earth Week Competition 
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 An essential part to increasing sustainability practices is providing proper sustainability 
education. To obtain or maintain Zero Waste Certification, it is required for the chapters to hold 
a UO Greeks Go Green presentation with a zero waste component. This can be given in the 
following ways: 

1. In-person presentation in front of chapter with Prezi in background, presentation 
given by UO Greeks Go Green coordinator or Zero Waste Program representative 

2. The same presentation, but given by the Green Chair of the chapter (they will be 
given a script ahead of time for guidance) 

3. A voiced-over Prezi can be given in front of the chapter 

This presentation is vital to educate the large numbers of individuals in a chapter. During 
this presentation, the presenter should ask for questions and be prepared to answer anything. 
However, if something cannot be answered at the time, write it down afterwards, and email the 
chapter with an answer later. Make sure to talk about how zero waste is going to work within 
their chapter.  

Aside from this main presentation, there are a variety of other ways to help educate 
chapter members. These include: 

·  Labels: Make sure that all bins are properly labeled with what goes in them. 
·  Posters: Especially in the beginning of school year when members have just moved into 

the chapter houses, make sure educational posters are put up near bin areas so that 
members may educate themselves about zero waste, recycling, compost, and 
sustainability. 

·  Update Emails: When there are changes that need to be made, make sure to email the 
Green Chair with announcements that they should tell their chapter. 

·  Social Media: Attract people to the UO Greeks Go Green social media accounts and ask 
people to follow/like the pages. Make sure to post interesting things! 

·  Earth Week Competition: This competition is a great way to get people involved, 
including those who might not normally get involved. 

·  Volunteer Opportunities: Compile a list of volunteer opportunities and keep it on the 
UO Greeks Go Green website (and keep it updated) for people to get hands-on 
experience. UO FSL members are required to do volunteer hours, so they are always 
looking for more opportunities. 

·  Sustainability Event Awareness: Like the volunteer opportunities, make sure members 
are aware of interesting sustainability events going on both on and off campus. You never 
know what could spark someone’s interest! 
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 Green Events are a great way to divert a large quantity of waste away from the landfill 
and to educate a large group of people about zero waste. Fraternities and sororities hold 
philanthropy events, which are events that raise money for charitable organizations that support 
their philanthropic mission. Many of these events are based around food (for example, pancake 
feeds, nacho nights, burger days, pie nights, etc.…). Large quantities of people attend these 
events, and a lot of waste is produced.  The following are the rules for a Green Event: 

1. Use Compostables, Reusables, or Recyclables: Ensure that all disposables being purchased 
and used are compostable or recyclable (for example, compostable cups, lids, plates, utensils, 
etc....). Outside vendors are exempt, although we ask that you reconsider a vendor if they 
produce a lot of waste. (Is that something you want to support?) 
2. Plan for the Waste: Establish what waste is being generated and tailor the waste recovery set-
up to favor maximum waste prevention and recovery. 
3. Zero Waste Stations: Designate zero waste stations to be the only available system for waste 
disposal (recycling, compost, and trash). Make sure no stand- alone trash cans are present and 
establish as many stations as needed based on the number of attendees and level and location of 
waste generation. A member must be placed at each station to help event-goers sort their waste 
and to move contaminants. 
4. Reuse: Reuse items from previous years if possible, and save reusable items from the event 
for years to come. 
5. Purchase in Bulk: Reduce waste prior to each event by purchasing items in large quantities to 
reduce packaging waste. 
6. Educate Members: Make sure people working the event are educated about the systems that 
are in place and about how to make them work. 
7. Track the Waste: Let the UO Zero Waste Program know how many bags of 
compost/recyclables/trash were collected from the event (and the volumes of the bags used). 
 
 The biggest part of Green Events is to ensure that chapters are able to set up Zero Waste 
Stations where needed throughout the event venue (this is often the chapter house). They should 
turn in a “Green Event and Bin Request Form” at least two weeks before the event, regardless of 
what the event is. Turning in this form will help the UO Greeks Go Green coordinator at the UO 
Zero Waste Program determine if there is anything that is needed. If they need bin stations for 
the event, they will be borrowing them from Phil Chesbro at the UO Zero Waste Program. They 
may use the bins for free if they are able to pick up and drop off the bins themselves. They may 
also drop off the compost at the UO Zero Waste Program if need be as long as it is sorted 
perfectly without any contaminants, but it easier for them to just ask their compost hauler for an 
extra pick-up.  
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 At the end of each spring term, fraternity and sorority members tend to move out of their 
chapter houses. This is especially true for sororities, whose chapter houses close during the 
summer. Some fraternity houses do not close over the summer, but this is the biggest time of the 
year when students in these organizations move. As with most people who move, there is a lot of 
waste and unwanted reusable materials that are generated during spring move-outs. To solve this 
issue, the UO Zero Waste FSL Coordinator will host the Spring Move-Outs Reusables Collection 
to collect all of the unwanted items that can be donated. Chapters with Zero Waste Certification 
are required to participate in the Spring Move-Outs collection, or show that they have an 
alternative plan. 

 The Move-Outs Collection involves dropping off donation collection bins at chapter 
houses during the last couple weeks of school during spring term, and picking them up once 
finals are over. Typically, an outside donations collection organization (such as Arc Lane 
County, St. Vincent de Paul, or Goodwill) should be contacted to collect the donations, ideally 
with the donation organization dropping off and picking up the bins. Arc Lane County has 
worked best for us in the past. In the beginning of Spring Term, contact the donations 
organization and ask if they are interested collecting donations at the fraternities and sororities 
during spring move-outs. Once you have an organization interested, confirm drop-off and pick-
up dates for the donation bins at the chapter houses with the donation organization. A suggested 
bin drop-off date would be at the beginning of week 10, and a suggested bin pick-up date would 
be right after finals week.  

 Next, find out which chapters will be using the Spring Move-Outs Collection service. If a 
chapter is zero waste certified, or obtaining their certification, it is required that they participate 
in the Spring Move-Outs Collection service, or have an alternative plan for their unwanted 
reusables (for example, Gamma Phi Beta holds a garage sale during the summer and then 
donates the rest). Email ALL contacts (house moms included) from ALL chapters during week 5 
of spring term advertising the Spring Move-Outs Collection. In this email, give people the option 
to opt out of the service by asking them to RSVP if they do not want the service and to explain 
why they don’t want it (have an alternative plan, just don’t want it, have had problems with it in 
the past, and expect a variety of explanations). Ask them to respond with a no by a week before 
the bins are dropped off. Then, a week before the bins are dropped off, send a confirmation email 
to the chapters reminding them that the bin is going to be dropped off at their chapter house. 
Give the donations collection organization a list of addresses for the chapters that will be 
participating in the service. Make sure to advertise the service on the UO Greeks Go Green 
social media pages, and have Justin Shukas advertise the service in his weekly email 
announcements to the chapter houses the Monday before the bins are dropped off. 
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The UO Greeks Go Green Earth Week Competition is held each year during the week 

that surrounds Earth Day. During this, chapters compete against each other in a variety of point 
categories to try to win first place. The ways chapters can get points include things such as 
Facebook photo competitions, taking reusable mugs to use at Dutch Bros, attending 
sustainability events during the week, volunteering for environment-related opportunities, and 
much more. 

The UO Greeks Go Green Coordinator is responsible for: 

·  Planning the competition point outline 
·  Coordinating with any outside groups providing events to attend or volunteer 

opportunities 
·  Create a poster and Facebook banner for the competition. 
·  Create a Facebook event page for the competition. 
·  Invite as many Greek members as you can to the page. 
·  Advertise the earth week competition across all social media (Facebook, Twitter, and 

Instagram). 
·  Make Monday-night dinner announcements about the Earth Week Competition on the 

Monday of Earth Week (drop off posters and point allocation). 
·  Make sure the point allocation is available on the Facebook event page. 
·  Work with Royal Awards to create a trophy from reused trophy parts (in the past, this has 

been paid for by the UO Zero Waste Program, and is around $20). This goes to the first 
place winner, and should be inscribed with: 

(Chapter Name) 
(Year) UO Greeks Go Green Earth Week Competition 

1st Place 
·  Make sure to post photo submissions onto the Facebook page for the photo competition. 

Make sure to tag the chapters in the photos, and encourage Green Chairs to share their 
respective photos with their chapter and other chapters around the country. 

·  Announce the winner across all social media platforms and give them the trophy when 
the trophy is complete. 
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The UO Greeks Go Green website is a great tool that is full of valuable resources. The 

website should be designed keeping in mind that the audience is not only fraternity and sorority 
life members at the University of Oregon, but could also potentially be other students at the UO, 
sustainability groups on or off campus, FSL members from other schools, and much more. 
Therefore, it should serve the purpose of making Greeks Go Green initiatives easier for UO FSL 
while also educating those who are outside of UO FSL about UO Greeks Go Green. The 
following are suggested sections and components to keep updated on the website: 

·  UO Greeks Go Green Title 
·  Brief description of UO Greeks Go Green 
·  List of Zero Waste Certified Chapters 
·  Zero Waste Certification Information 
·  Photo Gallery 
·  Important Documents 

o Bin-Outfitting Program Contract 
o Zero Waste Certification Packet 
o Unhoused Zero Waste Certification Packet 
o Green Chair Packet 
o Green Event and Bin Request Form 
o Links to Waste Assessments 
o Link to Sanipac Recycling Poster 
o Link to Love Food Not Waste Compost Poster 

·  Volunteer Opportunities 
·  Events Calendar (Including Green Chair Meetings) 
·  Social Media Links (with icons) 
·  UO Greeks Go Green Earth Week Competition 1st Place List 
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 To maintain Zero Waste Certification, each chapter must hold a UO Greeks Go Green 
presentation each year, preferably in the fall. This is the main method that we use to keep 
chapters up-to-date and educated about zero waste and sustainability initiatives so that 
everything runs smoothly. This is best done every year so that as people rotate in and out of FSL 
and college, we are able to keep everyone educated. In the past, we have used a Prezi 
presentation to give the presentation, hosted by a member of the Zero Waste Program. However, 
there are many ways this presentation can be given: 

o The Prezi is presented by the UO Greeks Go Green Coordinator during a chapter meeting 
o The Prezi is presented by the Green Chair, and the Green Chair is provided a script 
o The Prezi is presented with voiced-over automatic commentary 

The variety of presentation methods allows us to be flexible with chapters so that they can 
choose the option that works best for them.  

Required Presentation Components: 

o UO Greeks Go Green Brief Description 
o Brief History of UO Greeks Go Green 
o Why FSL is a great community for sustainability 
o Zero Waste Certification Brief Description 
o What is Zero Waste Brief Description 
o Description of Zero Waste Certification Components 
o Green Chair Overview/Green Chair Meeting Overview 
o Waste Assessment Overview 
o Green Event Overview 
o Earth Week Competition Overview 
o Spring Move-Outs Reusables Collection Overview 
o $CORE Components 
o Wrap-Up and Thank You 

�
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 UO Greeks Go Green is a wonderful compilation of many different sustainability efforts. 
However, it can only make a large difference if all the efforts continue. With any initiative, it is 
important that there is leadership that allows the processes to continue over time. UO Greeks Go 
Green exists in a college environment, where students are only around for four or five years at a 
time. Therefore, individuals constantly cycle in and out of college. One problem that this causes 
in almost any program at a university is that efforts can get lost. When leadership and those 
involved are constantly replaced, there are a lot of things that can get left behind. Therefore, it is 
vital to create a plan to make sure that all the sustainability efforts within FSL continue. 

 First, make sure that there is always a UO Greeks Go Green coordinator. This used to be 
housed within the UO Zero Waste Program, but moved over to the Student Sustainability Center 
in 2016. Regardless of what program this position is within in the future, ensure that if this is 
your position, that someone replaces you once you move on. Make sure to update this document 
with the most up-to-date and relevant information, and give this to them and any other resources 
and contact information you have. Write down things you learn throughout the year and give it to 
them as advice. Using this same process, make sure there is someone at the UO Zero Waste 
Program transitioned into a position that can handle the Zero Waste Certifications, and make 
sure there is always someone transitioned into the Green Chair positions in each chapter. 
Ensuring that the correct leadership positions are in place and filled will result in the Greeks Go 
Green efforts to be continued. 

 In addition to having the efforts continued, they should grow and change over time. The 
program started by focusing on recycling, and then added compost, other zero waste initiatives, 
and energy/water conservation as well. Over time, it is important to make sure the sustainability 
efforts stay up-to-date with current happenings. As chapters get comfortable with certain aspects, 
add something new into the mix. Get creative! 
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·  Main contact between FSL chapters 
and on/off campus sustainability 
organizations 

·  Coordinator of Green Chairs 
·  Ensure that each participating chapter 

has a Green Chair  
·  Host Green Chair meetings every term 
·  In charge of UO Greeks Go Green 

social media accounts (main 
contributor) 

·  In charge of UO Greeks Go Green 
website 

·  Keep all contact information for 
chapters up-to-date 

·  Provide this contact information to the 
UO Zero Waste FSL Coordinator 

·  Facilitates and creates the UO Greeks 
Go Green Earth Week Competition 

·  Advertises Zero Waste Certification 
and $CORE to chapters 
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·  Zero Waste Certification Program 
·  Certifying chapters 
·  Recertifying chapters 
·  Documenting chapter progress 
·  UO Greeks Go Green presentations 
·  Spring Move-Outs Reusables 

Collection 
·  Update chapters on changes in 

recycling/compost/trash procedures 
·  Monitoring Waste Assessments 
·  Bin-Outfitting Program 
·  Green Events 
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 Congratulations, you have made it through the UO Greeks Go Green informational 
packet! Thank you for ensuring that UO Greeks Go Green continues to be a successful, fun, and 
exciting initiative. You are continuing the work of others, and others will eventually continue it 
for you, and this whole program would not be possible without you. You are making a major 
difference, and are part of creating a better world. Have fun with this project, as we are all 
excited to see where it goes. 

Go Ducks! 
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Why Go Zero Waste? 
�

�

�

�

�

�

�

�

Fraternity and Sorority Life makes up over 16% of the undergraduate population at the UO. We 
have a chance to make a major impact with a large group of people who live in communal 

settings, have a variety of majors, and who are highly active both on and off campus. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

Preserve Natural 
Resources 

Conserve Energy Reduce Use of 
Landfills 

Reduce Pollution 

Be a Responsible 
Community Member 

Increase 
Human Health 

Create Jobs Save Money 
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Zero Waste Introduction 

 
  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Did You Know? 
       

90-95% of our waste can be diverted from the landfill 
through reuse, recycling, and compost. Recycling is 
free, and compost is about 25% cheaper than garbage 
pick-ups. Your trash bill is determined by the volume 
of trash and the number of trash pick-ups received per 
week. Therefore, by decreasing the amount of waste 
produced, and diverting what is produced into 
recycling and compost when appropriate, chapters can 
save money and significantly lower the amount of 
material sent to the landfill. 

What happens with the material? 
 
·  Recycled material becomes new products, such as paper, 

glass and plastic bottles, carpeting, aluminum cans, and 
much more.  

·  Compostable material becomes valuable, nutrient-rich 
soil that is used in local farms, community gardens, and 
can be bought by anyone in the area to use in their private 
gardens and yards as well. 
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Steps to Zero Waste Certification 
 

1. Recycling 
·  Obtain commingled recycling services from 

garbage hauler. 
·  Obtain glass recycling services from garbage 

hauler. 
·  Have appropriate recycling bins in house, 

including in the kitchen, dining room, common 
areas, restrooms, and individual rooms. 

·  All bins must be clearly labeled with what kind 
of recycling they collect. 

·  Educate members about how to effectively 
recycle by holding a Zero Waste Presentation  

·  Have Green Chair conduct waste analysis 
 

2. Compost 
·  Obtain compost collection services from your garbage hauler. 
·  Have appropriate composting bins in dining room and kitchen. 
·  All bins must be clearly labeled. 
·  Educate members about how to effectively compost (included in Zero Waste 

Presentation) 
·  Have Green Chair conduct waste analysis. 
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3. Reduction and Reuse 
·  Participate in the Spring Move-Out Reusables Collection 

(or participate in an alternative plan). 
·  Discontinue the purchase and use of disposables, and 

come up with a plan to use reusables (No plastic 
silverware, paper plates, disposable coffee cups, straws, 
etc.). Consider using compostable alternatives if these 
are absolutely necessary. 

·  Purchase food in bulk whenever possible, find an 
alternative to package-heavy food, or discuss its 
necessity.  
 

4. Education 
·  Plan a chapter Zero Waste Presentation 

 (preferably for the fall) 
·  Establish a Green Chair position 
·  Ensure that all events and philanthropy events are “Green Events” 

 

5.   Green-Approved Events (pg. 6) 

6.   Green Chair (pg. 7) 

 
*Certifications must be renewed every year  

at the beginning of every fall term (we can do this before fall 
term and recruitment) 
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Green Events 
Host a zero waste philanthropy event! 

Make sure the beneficial aspects of your philanthropy event aren’t masked by any 
waste or degradation to the environment by reducing and sorting waste properly. 

 
 

1. Use Compostables, Reusables, or 
Recyclables: Ensure that all disposables 
being purchased and used are compostable or 
recyclable (for example, compostable cups, 
lids, plates, utensils, etc.…). Outside vendors 
are exempt, although we ask that you 
reconsider a vendor if they produce a lot of 
waste. (Is that something you want to 
support?) 
 

2. Plan for the Waste: Establish what waste is 
being generated and tailor the waste recovery 
set-up to favor maximum waste prevention 
and recovery.  
 

3. Zero Waste Stations: Designate zero waste 
stations to be the only available system for 
waste disposal (recycling, compost, and 
trash). Make sure no stand- alone trash cans 
are present and establish as many stations as needed based on the number of attendees and 
level and location of waste generation. A member must be placed at each station to help 
event-goers sort their waste and to move contaminants. You can obtain the appropriate 
bins from the UO Zero Waste Program by contacting compost@uoregon.edu. 

 
4. Reuse: Reuse items from previous years if possible, and save reusable items from the 

event for years to come. 
 

5. Purchase in Bulk: Reduce waste prior to each event by purchasing items in large 
quantities to reduce packaging waste. 

 
6. Educate Members: Make sure people working the event are educated about the systems 

that are in place and about how to make them work. 
 

7. Track the Waste: Have the UO Zero Waste Program track the materials produced at the 
event. 
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Green Chairs 
 

Position Description: Each chapter Green Chair will be a liaison between the chapter and the 
UO Greeks Go Green. The Green Chair works to increase environmental awareness and 
education within the chapter. 

Duties: Your basic job duties will include day-to-day operations within your chapter house to 
ensure environmentally friendly choices as well as more long-term goals such as educating your 
chapter about sustainability. This will include the following: 

1. Ensure that your house becomes Zero Waste Certified. 
2. Do a waste analysis of trash, recycling, and compost the night before scheduled pick-

ups. The waste analysis form for your chapter can be found on the UO Greeks Go 
Green website. 

3. Hold an education presentation for the chapter (this may be done by a member of the 
UO Zero Waste Program, by using a voiced-over Prezi, or by using a scripted Prezi 
with the Green Chair presenting). 

4. Act as a liaison between your chapter, the UO Zero Waste Program, and other 
sustainability groups.  

5. Attend once-a-term meetings with the Green Chairs from other houses  
6. Work with the people who help run the house (for example, house corporation board, 

house mom, financial vice president, house manager, etc.) to ensure that the zero 
waste systems run smoothly. 

7. Update the Zero Waste FSL Coordinator at the UO Zero Waste Program on events 
throughout the year, and make sure they are all “Green Events” (especially 
philanthropy events). 

8. Encourage live-outs to do $CORE (energy assessment for off campus housing, sign 
up for in fall). 

9. Make sure your house is involved in the UO Greeks Go Green year-long competition, 
as well as the Earth Week competition. 

 

Suggested Skills: The Green Chair is a fun and important position that will produce significant 
changes in environmental awareness within the FSL community. Basic skills for this position 
include: 

·  Communication with other chairs and campus organizations 
·  An interest and knowledge of sustainability 
·  Passion for making positive changes within your chapter 
·  Knowledge of the inner workings of your chapter 
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Certification Checklist 
 

�  Recycling 
�  Obtain commingled recycling services 
�  Obtain glass recycling services 
�  Recycling bins in common areas 
�  Recycling bins in individual rooms 
�  Recycling bins in kitchen/dining areas 
�  Appropriate trash bins with ALL recycling bins 
�  All bins labeled 
�  Educational material put up near bins where and when appropriate 
�  Educational material provided to members about recycling properly 

�  Compost 
�  Obtain compost services 
�  Have appropriate composting bins in kitchen 
�  Have composting bins in other places where deemed appropriate 
�  Composting bins labeled 
�  Educational material placed by composting bins where and when appropriate 
�  Educational material provided to members about how to effectively compost 

�  Reuse/Reduce 
�  Participate in the Spring Move-Out Reusables Collection (or create an alternative plan) 
�  Analyze house purchases and utilize a minimal waste strategy (buying in bulk, buying items with 

recyclable packaging, etc.…) 
�  Discontinue use of disposable silverware, plates, cups, straws, etc.… (Compostable alternatives 

are ok, but using reusable is preferred). 
�  Education 

�  Hold a Zero Waste Presentation 
�  Green Events 

�  Have philanthropy events that follow the “Green Event” guidelines. Incorporate the practices into 
other events that the chapter holds. Philanthropy event dates must be given to the Zero Waste 
Coordinator at the beginning of each term (preferably at the beginning of each school year). 

�  Green Chair 
�  Establish and maintain a Green Chair position in your chapter, or give the duties to another 

position. 

 

 

  



�� � �

�

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Interested in getting your chapter Zero Waste Certified? Email 
zwhouses@uoregon.edu to get started! 
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Please turn this in at least two weeks prior to the day of your event 

Chapter Name: ________________________________________________________________ 

Contact Name: ________________________________________________________________ 

Contact Position in Chapter (if any): ______________________________________________ 

Contact Email: ________________________________________________________________ 

Contact Phone: ________________________________________________________________ 

Name of Event: ________________________________________________________________ 

Location of Event: _____________________________________________________________ 

Date of Event: _________________________________________________________________ 

Predicted waste at the event  
(For example, compostable plates, compostable cups, compostable cutlery, napkins, food, etc.): 
_____________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

What disposables for the event will need to be compostable? (Plates, cups, cutlery, etc.): 
All disposables must be compostable to maintain Zero Waste Certification and for your event to be 
certified as a Green Event 
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________ 

Where are you getting these compostable items? (If applicable): 
______________________________________________________________________________ 

How many stations will you need? __________________ 
Put a station everywhere you would normally have a trash can. This is often near exits, tables, and the 
kitchen area; anywhere that someone would logically want to dispose of something during the event. A 
station consists of 1 compost bin, 1 recycling bin, and 1 small trash (landfill) bin. 

Who will be picking up and dropping off the bins? ___________________________   
Pick up date: _______________ Drop off date: _________________ 

Will the material from the event be picked up by your hauler? ________________________ 



�� � �

�

If no, please initial that you will drop it off at the UO Zero Waste Program perfectly 
sorted: ______ 
 
Who will be manning the stations during the event? _________________________________ 
 
When will you train those who will be manning the stations about how to help guests sort 
their waste (train them what is compostable/recyclable/trash)? And what is your plan to 
train them? __________________________________________________________________ 
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________ 

Are there going to be any outside vendors at the event? (For example, Dutch Bros) ________ 

If so, who? ____________________________________________________________________ 

Are there any disposables that are used by the vendor that will not be able to be composted 
or recycled? (Such as Dutch Bros cups): 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
If possible, please help the vendor find a more sustainable solution, or try to find a more sustainable 
vendor. However, we understand that this is not always possible. Please make sure that whoever is 
manning the stations is trained to help guests successfully separate their waste. 

 

Thank you for holding a Green Event! 
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Green Chair Position Packet 
�

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                2016 
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We are so excited to have you join us as the Green Chair for your chapter. UO Greeks Go 

Green has been making progress for a few years now, and it is because of individuals in chapters 
like your own that are making this progress happen, so thank you! To start things off, the main 
part of your position is to be a contact between your house, UO Greeks Go Green, and other 
sustainability groups both on campus and in the Eugene community. Make sure that we always 
have updated contact information for you, as we do not want you to miss anything important. 
Although there are a list of responsibilities that are expected of you as Green Chair, part of the 
fun of this position is that you can personalize your efforts beyond what the responsibilities 
suggest. For example, although recycling and compost are required for Zero Waste Certification, 
other Green Chairs have decided to build vegetable gardens, bee-friendly gardens, hold reusable 
craft nights, and much more at their chapter houses or other gathering place. Throughout your 
time as Green Chair, you will be working with a variety of sustainability groups and Green 
Chairs from other chapters in an effort to increase sustainability initiatives within your chapter. 
Have fun with it – you have many people that are here to help you, provide resources, and to 
answer any questions. As always, thanks for going green! 
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·  Act as the main contact between your chapter, the UO Greeks Go Green coordinator, and 

other sustainability groups both on and off campus  
·  Achieve or maintain Zero Waste Certification for the chapter. 
·  Attend Green Chair meetings each term. If you cannot attend, you must send 

someone else from our chapter in your place to maintain or obtain Zero Waste 
Certification for your chapter. 

·  Relay important information from outside groups to the chapter. 
·  Keep chapter up-to-date on sustainability information 
·  Advertise sustainability-related volunteer opportunities to the chapter 
·  Encourage members of the chapter to “like” or “follow” UO Greeks Go Green on 

Facebook, Instagram, and Twitter. 
·  Assess if there are any difficulties or obstacles and find solutions to them. 
·  Host a UO Greeks Go Green presentation for the chapter. 
·  Make sure that the UO Greeks Go Green Coordinator has up-to-date contact 

information for the chapter Green Chair, president, house mom, house manager, 
philanthropy chair, finance manager, and anyone else with any impact on 
sustainability issues within the chapter. 

·  Make sure that the UO Greeks Go Green Coordinator knows when the chapter’s 
philanthropy events are occurring and what they are. 

·  Make sure the philanthropy chair is aware that philanthropy events need to 
comply with Green Event standards. 

·  Work with philanthropy chair to fill out Green Event Bin Request Form to turn in 
at least two weeks before each philanthropy event 

·  Make sure the chapter participates in Spring Move-Outs Reusables Collection, 
and that this is approved by the president and house mom (if the chapter has a 
house mom) 

·  Have the chapter participate in the Bin-Outfitting Program if it would benefit the 
chapter, and help the UO Zero Waste Program count and assess the bins at the end 
of each spring term to see if any need to be replaced (which the chapter must pay 
for). Ensure that your chapter president signs the Bin-Outfitting Program contract. 

·  Conduct waste assessments for your chapter 
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 As Green Chair, you have access to a variety of resources and contacts to help you 
through your mission of bringing sustainability to your chapter.  
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�  Information about UO Greeks Go Green in general 
�  Information about sustainability initiatives (Zero Waste Certification, 

$CORE, etc.…) 
�  UO Greeks Go Green education presentation for chapter 
�  Hosts Green Chair meetings every term 
�  UO Greeks Go Green Earth Week competition 
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�  Conducts Zero Waste Certifications and Re-certifications 
�  Bin-Outfitting 
�  Can provide a variety of labels related to recycling, compost, and trash 
�  Spring move-outs collection 
�  Green Events and Bin Request Forms 
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�  Can provide assessments and materials to increase energy and water 

conservation within the chapter house and/or live-outs 
�  Provides educational material about energy and water conservation 
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�  The City of Eugene’s compost program 
�  Can provide any information needed about the compost system 
�  Training for kitchen staff 
�  Labels and posters 
�  Website has additional resources, including a list of businesses (including 

chapters) that compost 
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�  Information about compost/recycling/trash pick-ups 
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�  Websites have some educational material and posters about recycling or 
compost 
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�  should approve of all changes within the chapter 
��/���#��2��/���#�
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�  should be aware of and generally approve of all changes within chapter 
9�
�
(��#�
�$����

�  should be aware of any financial needs in the chapter 
0����
�������	������

�  should be working with you to make all Philanthropy Events “Green 
Events” 

����������
�	�������
�  You can work with green chairs from other chapters to exchange ideas, fix 

problems, and build up each other’s knowledge and progress 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



�� � �

�

������������

���
�����
�
$��
�
 As you transition into your position, make sure that the previous Green Chair (if there is 
one) sets up a meeting with you to pass on any materials and information to you. Have them go 
over everything that is needed, and try to get all of your questions answered. Ask them if it is ok 
if you go to them with further questions or need help in the future. Let the UO Greeks Go Green 
Coordinator know that you are the new Green Chair for the chapter by sending them an 
introductory email, and set up a meeting with them as well to go over the expectations and to 
make a plan for what you would like to accomplish within your chapter.  

���
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 When you transition out of your Green Chair position, make sure you have compiled all 
materials and information into a binder to give to the next Green Chair. Set up a time to meet 
with the new Green Chair, and explain the whole program to them. Help answer any questions 
they may have, and point them in the right direction of where to ask further questions (the UO 
Greeks Go Green Coordinator, the Zero Waste Program, etc.…). Let the UO Greeks Go Green 
Coordinator know that there is a new Green Chair by sending them the new Green Chair’s 
contact information over email. Make sure you give the new Green Chair a list of where you are 
leaving things in the chapter (a status report, if you will), and help them come up with a 
preliminary list of goals and actions for the next year. If you are willing, offer that they feel free 
to contact you with questions or for advice when need be, but do encourage them to get most of 
their questions answered by the UO Greeks Go Green Coordinator. 

 

 

�
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Flier can be found at:   http://files.sanipac.com/commercial-commingle-flyer.pdf 
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Found at:   http://www.sanipac.com/commercial/compost/ 
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Found at:   http://www.sanipac.com/commercial/compost/ 
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GREEKS GO GREEN  
BIN OUTFITTING PROGRAM CONTRACT 

 
The _________________________ chapter of ________________________________________  
                         Chapter Name                                                                   Fraternity or Sorority Name 
Fraternity/Sorority at the University of Oregon, with completion of this contract, will be signed 
into the bin outfitting program through the UO Zero Waste Program. Upon this agreement, the 
chapter will receive _______ individual recycling bins to outfit rooms of their chapter house at 
no cost to the chapter. The following conditions must be adhered to: 
 

1. These bins may only be used in the chapter house. 
2. If the chapter finds that more bins are needed (for new purposes, not replacing missing or 

damaged bins), the chapter may request additional bins from the UO Zero Waste Program 
at no cost. An assessment of the need of these bins will be conducted by the UO Zero 
Waste FSL Coordinator. 

3. An assessment will be conducted at the end of each spring term by the UO Zero Waste 
FSL Coordinator to ensure that the bins are in their proper place, not missing, and not 
damaged. 

4. Costs for the missing or damaged bins will be billed to the chapter, and replacement bins 
purchased and given to them. 

5. A chapter may order replacement bins at any time (with the costs billed to the chapter) 
from the UO Zero Waste Program. 

6. The chapter must either purchase trash bins to sit next to each recycling bin, or require 
that individual member bring their own trash can (when utilized in personal rooms). The 
presence of the trash bins must be confirmed by the UO Zero Waste FSL Coordinator in 
order for the recycling bins to be given to the chapter. 

7. At the beginning of each fall term, the UO Zero Waste FSL Coordinator will make sure 
all the recycling bins are in the proper place and that they are matched with proper trash 
bins. 

8. Failure to comply with this contract, or to pay for missing bins, will result in the 
elimination of the Zero Waste Certification for the chapter until the bins can be paid for 
and replaced. 

 

I agree to the above conditions. 

 

____________________________________________                       ______________________ 
President                                                                                                                       Date 
�
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Karyn Kaplan  (Program Coordinator)…………………………knowaste@uoregon.edu 
                                     541-346-1545 
Cimmeron Gillespie (Education Coordinator)………………...cimmeron@uoregon.edu 
                                                                                                      541-346-1577 
Phil Chesbro (Compost Coordinator)………………………….compost@uoregon.edu 
                                                                                                      541-346-5275 
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Eric Beeler (Coordinator)………………………………………ebeeler@uoregon.edu 
UO Greeks Go Green Coordinator…………………………...zwhouses@uoregon.edu 
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Justin Shukas…………………………………………………..541-346-1149 
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Stephanie Scafa………………………………………………..541-682-5652 
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Kim Carson…………………………………………………….kcarson@uoregon.edu 
 


